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Retail plan near sanctuary fails to gain zoning OK
Debbie LaPlaca. Telegram & Gazette. Worcester, Mass.: May 21, 2008. pg. B.3

Abstract (Summary)
CHARLTON - Plans for a large retail development abutting Capen Hill Nature Sanctuary were dealt a major setback,
when the required rezoning failed to gain a two-thirds approval at the town meeting.

Lisa Westwell, representing Capen Hill, implored voters Monday to reject the rezoning, which she called incompatible
with the purpose of the 72-acre nature preserve.

On the western border of Capen Hill, voters approved the rezoning of 69 aces from residential to Business Enterprise
Park. Unlike the [Landowner Kenneth Kaszowski] land, rezoning of this property, owned by Jencent LLC, was
endorsed by the sanctuary's board.
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CHARLTON - Plans for a large retail development abutting Capen Hill Nature Sanctuary were dealt a major setback,
when the required rezoning failed to gain a two-thirds approval at the town meeting.

It was 97 for and 101 against the article to rezone about 98 acres on Route 20 from Business Enterprise Park to
Community Business.

Landowner Kenneth Kaszowski said in a recent interview that his sale agreement with Topsfield Development Corp. of
Framingham was contingent on the rezoning.

The preliminary plan called for more than 400,000 square feet of building space, which would include two restaurants
and two or three big box retail stores.

The Capen Hill board of directors launched an effort to defeat the rezoning, which would have permitted stores along
the eastern border of the wildlife refuge.

Lisa Westwell, representing Capen Hill, implored voters Monday to reject the rezoning, which she called incompatible
with the purpose of the 72-acre nature preserve.

Mr. Kaszowski said in an interview yesterday that he has not abandoned the plan.

"I'm not sure yet. I'm speaking to an attorney," he said of a possible appeal.

On the western border of Capen Hill, voters approved the rezoning of 69 aces from residential to Business Enterprise
Park. Unlike the Kaszowski land, rezoning of this property, owned by Jencent LLC, was endorsed by the sanctuary's
board.

Among other articles disposed at Monday's meeting, the Planning Board proposal to establish a village district to
regulate and promote development consistent with traditional New England was postponed indefinitely.

An amendment was approved to modernize the off-street parking and loading requirements bylaw established in the
late 1980s.
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Voters repealed a bylaw established in 1998 that allows a Water-Sewer Commissioner to also serve as plant
superintendent.

And voters approved the transfer of $20,000 from the stabilization account to fund a feasibility study for a new fire
station feasibility study. The meeting opened with $1.2 million in the stabilization account and closed with $793,901
remaining.
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