
Deborah Sharon Kellett   9/22/1944 – 4/29/2011 
 
Deborah Kellett was born in DeKalb Illinois Sept. 22, 1944.  She was the only 
child of  Harry and Frances (Lomas) Kellett.  She grew up and was educated in Los 
Angeles, CA, graduating from the University of Southern California in 1966.  She 
came to Massachusetts for the first time to enter graduate school at Harvard 
University that year.  At Harvard she met Alice Coggeshall from Bolton and 
became a frequent visitor to the Coggeshall home. 
 
Deborah received her PhD from Harvard in clinical psychology in 1973.  She 
worked for many years as a clinical psychologist at the Veterans Administration 
Out-Patient Clinic in Worcester, serving for part of that time as Chief of Mental 
Health.  She retired from the VA in 1996.  She also taught a course in 
psychological assessment as part of the adjunct faculty of  Clark University in 
Worcester.  For a number of years she was also a consultant with the Family 
Medicine program at the University of Massachusetts Medical School in 
Worcester, teaching residents the art of dealing with human beings. 
 
In 1977 she bought, together with Alice Coggeshall, the Caleb Wheeler Jr. house at 
714 Main St., which she had fallen in love with on her first visit here.  One of her 
great pleasures was to recreate the wall stencils done there by Moses Eaton Jr. in 
the early 1800’s 
 
Retirement allowed her  a new focus, much of it on Bolton.  Through Calista 
Coggeshall, she had become familiar with the Bolton Historical Society, and began 
volunteering there shortly after she retired.  One of her major efforts at BHS was 
the ongoing cataloguing of the Society’s large and varied holdings.  She was also 
involved in most of the individual projects undertaken at Sawyer House.  These 
included the Revolutionary Quest scavenger hunt in 2000, the organization of 
programs for the local schools such as the guided tour of the town center for the 3rd 
grade, the refurbishing of Sawyer House and its exhibits of historical artifacts.  The 
Society was a central and beloved part of her life. 
 
In addition to the Historical Society, Deborah found other ways to serve the town 
she had come to love.  For many years she was a member of the Public Ways 
Safety Committee, formed to help the town make its roads and intersections safer 
and easier to use.  She also enjoyed being on the team assembled to count ballots 
after town elections.  Above all, she enjoyed the numerous friendships formed here 
over many years.  Her wit and wry sense of humor were also one of her great 
contributions to anything in which she was involved. 
 
Deborah was a life-long model builder, particularly of 18th and 19th century sailing 
ships.  She also contributed her modeling talents to the construction of furnishings 
for the replica of the Whitney House at the Bolton Public Library. 



 
Deborah died of a recurrent cancer on 29 April, 2011.  She leaves her partner of 
many years, Alice Coggeshall.  Any gifts in her memory may be made to the 
Bolton Historical Society. 


